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^V\^7come  to  historic 
Illinois.  As  you  and  your 
family  plan  your  next 
trip  do  not  miss  the 
opportunity  to  explore 
our  fascinating  past. 

Discover  the  advanced 
civilization  that  thrived 
on  our  fertile  prairies 
nearly  900  years  before 
Columbus  landed  in  the 
“New  World.'' 

Stroll  the  path  of  young 
Abraham  Lincoln,  see 
the  countryside  court¬ 
houses  where  he  argued 
cases  and  settled 
disputes,  and  visit  the 
statehouse  chambers 
where  he  delivered  one 
of  America 's  most 
important  literary 
achievements  —  ‘A 
house  divided  against 
itself  cannot  stand. '' 

Linger  in  the  homes  of 
simple  hardworking 
villagers  and  in  the 
mansions  of  Illinois' 
most  flamboyant  social 
elite. 

We  have  preserved  it  all 
for  you.  Enjoy  these 
sites  on  your  next  trip 
through  Illinois.  They 
are  encounters  with 
history  you  will  never 
forget. 


Sincerely, 


Governor 
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Introduction 


X,  sites  described  in 
this  brochure  represent 
thirteen  centuries  of 
Illinois  history.  In  many 
ways  the  history  of  our 
state  parallels  the 
development  of  our 
nation.  Illinois  has  been 
home  to  Native  American 
cultures,  17th  century 
explorers,  18th  century 
colonists,  19th  century 
immigrants  —  as  well  as 
to  some  of  the  most 
important  figures  in 
American  history. 

But  see  for  yourself  — 
because  these  sites  are 
very  close  to  home. 

This  brochure  has  been 
organized  geographically 
into  three  sections  — 
southern  Illinois,  central 
Illinois,  and  northern 
Illinois  —  to  help  you 
plan  your  family  adven¬ 
tures.  Whether  you’re 
looking  for  a  Saturday 
afternoon  getaway,  or  a 
rich  three-day-weekend 
experience,  welcome  to 
Historic  Illinois. 
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JiLia 


NORTHERN 


CENTRAL 


SOUTHERN 


Ulysmem  S.  Grant  Home 
Old  Market  Hoaae 
Douglaa  Tomb 
Hotel  Florence 
Black  Hawk 
Bishop  Hill 
Carl  Sandburg  Home 
Jubilee  College 
Metamora  Courthouse 


David  Davis  Mansion 

o 

Lincoln  Log  Cabin 

Lincoln’s  New  Salem 

Vandalia  Statebouse 

PostvtUe  Courthouse 

Cahokia  Mounds 

Mt.  Pulaski  Courthouse 

o 

Cahokia  Courthouse 

Old  State  Capitol 

Fort  de  Chartres 

Lincoln-Hemdon  Law  Offices 

Fort  Kaskaskia 

Dana-Thomas  House 

o 

Pierre  Menard  Home 

Vachel  Lindsay  Home 

Shawneetown  Bank 

Vietnam  Memorial 

Lincoln  Tomb 

Bryant  Cottage 
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N  ORTHERN 

Illinois 


1 


Historic  Northern  Illinois 


Douglas  Tomb 

636  E.  35th  St.  •  Chicago,  IL  60616  •  312-225-2620 


Stephen  A.  Douglas 
was  one  of  the  most 
influential  politicians  of 
the  pre-Civil  War  era. 
Following  a  meteoric  rise 
to  political  prominence  in 
Illinois.  Douglas  was 
elected  to  Congress  in 
1843  and  to  the  Senate 
four  years  later.  An 
energetic  proponent  of 
western  expansion. 
Douglas  engineered  the 
1854  passage  of  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  Act. 
which  prompted 
Abraham  Lincoln  to 
challenge  Douglas's 
Senate  seat  in  1858. 
Douglas  won  re-eleetion 


but  lost  the  presidential 
election  two  years  later 
to  Lincoln. 

Following  Douglas's 
death  in  1861.  sculptor 
Leonard  W.  Volk  u'as 
commissioned  to  design  a 
monument  at  the  Douglas 
grave  site.  The  ninety-six- 
foot  granite  and  marble 
structure  is  adorned  with 
symbolic  art  depicting 
Douglas 's  contributions  to 
the  state  and  nation. 

A  special  ceremony  is 
held  annually  in  obser¬ 
vance  of  the  anniversary 
ofthedeath  of  Stephen  A. 
Douglas.  June  3.  1861. 


Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  Douglas 
Tomb  is  located  at  636 
East  35th  Street  in 
Chicago.  From  1-55.  exit 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
Drive.  South  to  35th 
Street  E.xit.  turn  east 
to  site. 


Ulysses  S.  Grant  Home 

500  Boutbillier  •  Galena.  IL  61036  •  815-777-0248 


The  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
Home,  set  in  one  of 
America 's  best-preserved 
nineteenth-century 
towns,  was  constructed 
in  1859-1860  in  the 
Italianate  Bracketed  style. 
Elements  of  the  style 
include  well-defined 
rectilinear  blocks, 
overhanging  eaves  sup¬ 
ported  by  brackets,  a 
piazza,  and  a  balustraded 
balcony.  Thisgrandhome 
was  presented  to  Grant  by 
a  group  of  Galena  citizens 
on  August  18. 1865.  when 
he  returned  as  the  vic¬ 


torious  Civil  War  general. 
The  home  is  completely 
restored  and  decorated 
with  original  furnishings 
of  the  Grant  family.  Eve¬ 
ning  tours  are  offered  on 
special  weekends  each 
June  and  September  to 
showcase  the  Ulysses  S. 
Grant  Home  by  lamplight. 

Picnicking  facilities  are 
available  in  the  U.S.  Grant 
Home  Park  located  across 
the  street  from  the  site. 
Be  sure  to  visit  the  Old 
Market  House  on  your 
tour  of  Galena 's  historic 
sites. 


Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  Galena  is 
located  on  U.S.  20  and 
State  Route  84.  Follow  the 
directional  signs  con¬ 
veniently  located  through¬ 
out  the  city. 


9 


Ulysses  S. 
Grant  Home 


©Old  Market 
House 


Douglas 

Tomb 

Hotel 

Florence 

>  Black  Hawk 


Bishop 


Hill 

Carl  Sandburg 
Home 


©Jubilee 
College 


Metamora 

Courthouse 


The  presidents  and  the  poet, 
the  visionaries  and  the  statesmen  — 
some  of  Illinois’  most  distinguished 

citizens  welcome  you. 


Old  Market  House 

Market  Square  •  Galena.  IL  61036  •  815-777-2570 


The  Market  House 
was  the  focal  point  of 
comm  unity  life  during  the 
decades  Galena  prospered 
as  a  major  river  port, 
lead-mining  center,  and 
commercial  hub.  Built 
by  the  City  of  Galena  in 
1845-1846  as  the  center 
for  buying  and  selling 
produce,  the  Market 
House  was  also  the  seat  of 
city  government  and 
boused  two  city  jail  cells. 
Todav  the  Old  Market 


House  and  surrounding 
square  hosts  many  civic 
and  special  events.  In 
addition,  it  houses  an 
exhibit  on  Galena 's 
historical  and  architec¬ 
tural  heritage  —  a  perfect 
place  to  begin  your  tour  of 
this  majestic  city. 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  to  noon  and 
1:00 p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Dav 


Directions:  Galena  is 
located  on  U.S.  20  and 
State  Route  84.  Follow  the 
directional  signs  con¬ 
veniently  located  through¬ 
out  the  citv. 


The  Hotel  Florence 

lllth  Street  at  Cottage  Grove  Avenue  •  Chicago,  IL  •  312-785-8181 
Restaurant  -  312-785-8900 


The  Illinois  Historic 
Presen-ation  Agency  has 
announced  plans  for  the 
development  of  the  Hotel 
Florence,  located  in  the 
Pullman  Historic  District 
on  Chicago's  south  side. 
The  site  will  be  restored  as 
a  state  historic  site  and 
museum. 

This  magnificent  Hotel 
is  open  for  public  tours 
and  meals.  The  red  brick, 
three-story  structure 
crowned  with  a  multitude 
of  chimneys,  gables,  and 
dormers  was  opened  in 
1881  and  included  every 


convenience  a  visitor 
could  desire  —  a  barber 
shop,  pool  room.  bar. 
dining  room  .andsta  te-of 
the-art  fire  protection. 

The  Hotel  Florence 
played  host  to  some  of  the 
most  flamboyant  persons 
of  the  late  1800s. 
including  Jay  Gould. 
Diamond  Jim  Brady,  and 
Lillian  Russell.  The  Hotel 
is  currently  operated  by 
the  Historic  Pullman 
Foundation.  For  dining 
reseri'ations  (not  always 
necessaryl  contact  the 
restaurant  directly. 


Hours: 

Monday-Friday 
11:00  a.m.  -2:00  p.m. 
Saturday 

9:00  a.m.  -  1:00  p.m. 
Sunday 

10:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 

Directions:  Take  the 
Calumet  Expressway 
(Interstate  941  to  the 
1 11th  Street  exit  Wes(. 
The  Hotel  is  located  about 
I  mile  from  the  express- 
way  at  the  comer  of  1 1  Ith 
Street  and  Cottage  Grove 
Avenue. 


Black  Hawk 


1510  46tb  Ave.  •  Rock  Island.  IL  6I20I  •  309-788-0177 


Black  Hawk  u'as 
inhabited  from  1 730  to 
1830  by  the  Sauk  and 
Mesquakie  (Fox)  Indian 
Nations.  Saukenak  was 
one  of  the  largest  Indian 
centers  in  North  America 
and  home  of  the  famous 
Sauk  warrior-leader. 
Black  Hawk.  In  the  late 
1 820s.  white  settlers 
began  to  move  into  the 
area,  and  by  1831  all 
Indians  were  forced  across 
the  Mississippi  River. 
Black  Hawk  returned  in 
1 832  with  fifteen  hundred 
followers  in  an  unsuc¬ 


cessful  attempt  to  regain 
their  homeland.  The 
Hauberg Indian  Museum 
depicts  the  daily  life  and 
seasonal  activities  of  the 
Sauk  and  Mesquakie 
tribes  through  life-size 
dioramas,  traditional 
bark-covered  summer 
and  winter  houses,  and 
material  culture  artifacts. 

Hours: 

8:30  a.m.  -  Noon 
1:00 p.m.  -  4:30 p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 


Directions:  Black  Hawk 
is  located  within  the  city  of 
Rock  Island.  Illinois.  From 
1-280.  take  the  Milan  Exit 
(U.S.  67).  continue  north 
through  Milan  to  Rock 
Island 's  Black  Ha  wk  Road 
(State Route 5).  turnright 
and  proceed  one-half  mile 
to  the  site. 


N  ORTHERN 

Illinois 


At  Bishop  Hill  in 
Northern  Illinois,  you’ll 
enjoy  a  vivid  glimpse 
into  the  daily  lives  of 
the  Swedish  immigrants 
who  established  this 
settlement  as  a  utopia 
on  the  prairie. 


Bishop  Hill 

P.O.  Box  D  •  Bishop  Hill,  IL  61419  •  309-92 7-3345 


Carl  Sandburg  Birthplace 

313  East  Third  St.  •  Gaiesburg,  IL  61401  •  309-342-2361 


Bishop  Hill  provides  a 
glimpse  of  an  America 
that  nineteenth-century 
religious  dissidents  from 
S  weden  sa  h'  as  a  poten  tial 
"utopia  on  the  prairie." 
From  1846  to  1861  more 
than  one  thousand  immi¬ 
grants  arrived  from 
Sweden  to join  the  eolony 
established  by  their  leader 
ErikJansson.  Much  of  the 
colony  remains  today,  as 
evidenced  by  such 
historic  buildings  as 
the  Colony  Church  and 
Bjorklund  Hotel. 

You  should  begin  your 


tour  of  Bishop  Hill  by 
visiting  the  new  museum 
located  on  the  southern 
edge  of  the  village.  More 
than  ninety  paintings  by 
Olof  Krans.  one  of 
America's  foremost  folk 
artists,  are  displayed  at 
the  museum.  These  paint¬ 
ings  are  his  remem¬ 
brances  of  life  as  a  young 
man  in  Bishop  Hill. 

A  variety  o  f  special 
celebrations  highlighting 
the  heritage  of  Bishop  Hill 
are  held  from  April  to 
December.  The^ptember 
annual  han-est  festival. 


"Jordbruksdagarna. " 
features  crafts,  music, 
food,  and  demonstrations 
of  traditional  han'esting. 

Hours; 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  Bishop  Hill  is 
located  20  miles  south  of 
1-80  and  1 7  miles  east  of 
1-  74.  or  30  miles  northeast 
of  Galesburg  and  12  miles 
southwest  of  Kewanee. 
Illinois,  on  U.S.  34. 


In  this  small  frame 
cottage.  Pulitzer  Prize¬ 
winning  poet  and  Lincoln 
biographer  Carl  Sandburg 
was  born  in  1878.  The 
home  reflects  the  living 
conditions  of  a  typical  late- 
nineteenth-century 
working-class  family  and 
is  furnished  with  many 
Sandburg  family  belong¬ 
ings.  Located  behind  the 
home  is  Remembrance 
Rock,  where  Sandburg's 
ashes  ha  I'e  been  placed. 


Railroad  Days  is  held 
annually  in  June  to 
celebrate  Galesburg's 
proud  railroad  history. 
The  Carl  Sandburg  Birth 
place  participates  with 
folk  music,  storytelling, 
and  refreshments 
throughout  the  event. 

Father  Christmas 
welcomes  visitors  with 
Swedish  cookies  at  the 
cottage's  annual  open 
house  the  second 
weekend  of  December. 


Hours: 

9:00a.m.  -5:00p.m.  daily 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  The  Carl 
Sandburg  Birthplace  is 
located  on  the  southeast 
side  of  Galesburg.  Illinois. 
From  1-74.  take  the  Main 
Street  E.xit  south  and 
follow  the  directional 
signs  conveniently 
located  throughout  the 
city. 


Metamora  Courthouse 

113  E.  Partridge  •  Metamora.  IL  61548  •  309-367-4470 


Metamora  Court¬ 
house  is  one  of  the  two 
remaining  court  buildings 
on  the  Old  Eighth  Judicial 
Circuit.  Springfield 
attorney  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  among  the 
prominent  attorneys  who 
argued  cases  at  the  court¬ 
house.  which  was  erected 
in  1845.  Today,  the  old 
courthouse,  with  its 
carefully  restored  court¬ 
room.  houses  museum 
e.\hibits  portraying  circuit 


life  in  the  1840s  and  50s. 
The  site  was  placed  on  the 
National  Register  of 
Historic  Places  in  1978. 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  ■  12:30  p.m. 
1:00  p.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 


Directions:  Metamora  is 
located  1 4  miles  northeast 
of  Peoria.  Illinois  on  State 
Route  116.  The  Court¬ 
house  is  located  one 
block  north  of  State  Route 
116  adjacent  to  the  square 
in  Metamora. 


Jubilee  College 

R.R.  2.  Box  72-A  •  Brimfleld.  IL  61517  •  309-243-9489 


Jubilee  College  was 
founded  in  1839  by  the 
first  Episcopal  Bishop  of 
Illinois.  Philander  Chase, 
as  a  theological  seminary 
to  prepare  Episcopal 
clergymen  for  service  in 
Illinois.  According  to  the 
charter.  Jubilee  College 
also  consisted  of  a  college 
proper,  a  classical 
preparatory  school  for 
boys,  and  a  seminary  for 
girls.  The  main  building  at 
Jubilee  College,  which  is 
the  present  historic  site, 
housed  the  chapel, 
schoolroom,  and  boy's 


dormitory.  There  were  a 
dozen  or  more  other  struc¬ 
tures  located  on  the  3.000- 
acre  tract,  including  a 
boarding  house, 
residences  for  faculty,  a 
farm,  a  sawmill,  and  a 
grist  mill.  Jubilee  College 
languished  after  the 
Bishop's  death  in  1852 
and  closed  a  decade  later. 

The  Olde  English  Faire 
is  held  annually  on  the 
fourth  full  weekend  in 
June  and  the  Jubilee 
Autumn  HarvestFest  is 
held  on  the  third  weekend 
in  September.  Both  events 


feature  historic  re¬ 
enactments  and  period 
food  and  music. 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  Jubilee 
College  is  located  15 
miles  north  west  of  Peoria . 
Illinois.  From  1-74.  take 
Exit  82  north  (Kickapoo/ 
Brim  field),  north  to  State 
Route  150.  west  to  site 
marker  at  County  Road, 
north  to  site. 


Jubilee  College 


R.R.  2,  Box  72-A  •  Brimfield,  IL  61517  •  309-243-9489 


Jubilee  College  was 
founded  in  1839  by  the 
first  Episcopal  Bishop  of 
Illinois,  Philander  Chase, 
as  a  theological  seminary 
to  prepare  Episcopal 
clergymen  for  service  in 
Illinois.  According  to  the 
charter.  Jubilee  College 
also  consisted  of  a  college 
proper,  a  classical 
preparatory  school  for 
boys,  and  a  seminary  for 
girls.  The  main  building  at 
Jubilee  College,  which  is 
the  present  historic  site, 
housed  the  chapel, 
schoolroom,  and  boy's 


dormitory.  There  were  a 
dozen  or  more  other  struc¬ 
tures  located  on  the 3,000- 
acre  tract,  including  a 
boarding  house, 
residences  for  faculty,  a 
farm,  a  sawmill,  and  a 
grist  mill.  Jubilee  College 
languished  after  the 
Bishop's  death  in  1852 
and  closed  a  decade  later. 

The  Olde  English  Faire 
is  held  annually  on  the 
fourth  full  weekend  in 
June  and  the  Jubilee 
Autumn  HarvestFest  is 
held  on  the  third  weekend 
in  September.  Both  events 


feature  historic  re¬ 
enactments  and  period 
food  and  music. 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving, 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  Jubilee 
College  is  located  15 
miles  northwest  of  Peoria, 
Illinois.  From  1-74,  take 
Exit  82  north  (Kickapoo/ 
Brimfield),  north  to  State 
Route  150,  west  to  site 
marker  at  County  Road, 
north  to  site. 


Central 

Illinois 


i 


David  Davis  Mansion 


lOOO  E.  Monroe  •  Bloomington^  IL  61 701  •  309-828-1084 


The  David  Davis 
Mansion  is  a  lavish 
Victorian  home  built  in 
1872  for  United  States 
Supreme  Court  Justice 
David  Davis.  His  wife, 
Sarah,  decorated  the 
home  in  the  fashion  of  a 
wealthy  Victorian  estate. 
It  contains  original  fur¬ 
nishings  and  is  decorated 
with  beautiful  stencil- 
work.  The  site  maintains 
the  flavor  of  a  landed 
estate;  a  bamstable,  wood 
house,  and  carriage  house 
remain. 

A  Victorian  Christmas 


is  celebrated  the  first  two 
weekends  in  December. 
The  mansion  is  elabor¬ 
ately  decorated  for  the 
holidays,  and  special 
candlelight  tours  are 
offered. 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
(Last  tour  begins  at 
4:00  p.m.) 

Closed:  Thanksgiving, 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Special  Note:  The  Da  vid 

Davis  Mansion  is  under¬ 
going  an  extensive 


restoration.  It  is  closed  to 
the  public  until  comple¬ 
tion,  which  is  scheduled 
for  late  1991. 

Directions:  The  David 
Davis  Mansion  is  located 
in  Bloomington,  Illinois. 
From  1-55,  exit  State 
Route  9,  turn  south  at  the 
site  marker  at  Linden 
Street. 


While  Central  Illinois 
is  justly  famous  for 
its  Lincoln  sites,  it  is 
also  the  location  of  the 
Dana  Thomas  house, 
a  fine  example  of  Frank 
Lloyd  Wright’s  early 
prairie  style  —  furnished 
with  original  Wright- 
designed  pieces. 


Historic  Central  Illinois 


r 


The  spirit  of  Mr.  Lincoln  is  everywhere, 
and  some  say,  walks  the  streets  of 
Springfield  at  midnight,  to  welcome  you 
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Lincoln's  New  Salem 


Box  244-A  •  Petersburg,  IL  62675  •  21  7-632-7953 


Lincoln 's  New  Salem 
is  a  reconstruction  of  the 
village  in  which  Abraham 
Lincoln  grew  from  a 
gangling  youngster  to  a 
man  of  purpose  and 
destiny.  In  his  six  years 
here  he  clerked  in  a  store, 
chopped  wood,  enlisted  in 
the  Black  Hawk  War. 
served  as  postmaster  and 
deputy  surveyor,  and  was 
elected  to  the  Illinois 
General  Assembly. 
Twenty-three  timber 
houses,  shops,  and  stores 
have  been  reconstructed 
and  furnished  as  they 


were  in  the  1830s.  Inter¬ 
preters  in  period  dress  go 
about  the  daily  work  of 
blacksmithing.  cooking, 
carding  wool,  and  farming. 
The  site  also  features 
picnicking,  camping,  river- 
boat  rides,  and  many 
special  events. 

The  Great  American 
People  Show,  a  highly 
acclaimed  outdoor  drama, 
is  held  at  the  site  from 
mid-June  through  late- 
August. 

The  River  Ridge 
Restaurant,  scheduled  to 
open  in  the  Spring  of 


1991.  provides  a 
panoramic  view  for  a  quiet 
lunch,  dinner,  or  meeting. 

Hours: 

Summer: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Winter: 

8:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 
Closed;  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  Lincoln 's 
New  Salem  is  located  on 
State  Route  97.  twenty 
miles  northwest  of 
Springfield,  or  two  miles 
south  of  Petersburg. 
Illinois. 


o 


Postville  Courthouse 

Lincoln,  IL  62656  •  217-732-8930 


P.O.  Box  355 

Postville  Courthouse 
is  a  reproduction  of  the 
first  Logan  County  Court¬ 
house.  which  was  in  use 
from  1840  to  1847. 

During  this  period 
Abraham  Lincoln  served 
as  a  la  wyer  on  the  Eigh  th 
Judicial  Circuit,  which 
held  semi-annual  sessions 
at  the  courthouse.  The 
town  of  Postville  was 
mapped  out  in  1835  and 
became  the  first  Logan 
County  seat  in  1839.  The 


county  seat  was  moved  to 
Mt.  Pulaski  in  1 848.  and 
in  1865  the  boundaries 
of  the  city  of  Lincoln 
completely  enveloped 
Postville.  The  main  floor 
of  the  courthouse  con¬ 
tains  an  exhibit  that 
introduces  visitors  to  the 
Eighth  Judicial  Circuit. 
The  second  floor  contains 
a  courtroom  and  a  county 
office  furnished  to  the 
1840’s  period. 


Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00p.m. 
Closed;  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  Postville 
Courthouse  is  located  in 
Lincoln.  Illinois.  From 
1-55.  take  Lincoln  Exit  126 
(State  Route  10).  At  first 
stoplight  turn  south.  At 
next  stoplight  (Fifth 
Street)  turn  east,  and 
proceed  live  blocks  to  site. 


Mount  Pulaski  Courthouse 


City  Square  •  Mount  Pulaski,  IL  62548  •  217-792-3919 


Mount  Pulaski  Court¬ 
house.  listed  on  the 
National  Register  of 
Historic  Places,  is  one  of 
only  two  original  Eighth 
Judicial  Circuit  court¬ 
houses  in  Illinois.  From 
1848  to  1855  the  court¬ 
house  served  as  the 
second  Logan  County 
courthouse.  The  first  floor 
contains  six  offices  used 
by  county  officials,  and 
the  second  floor  houses 


the  courtroom  in  which 
Abraham  Lincoln,  as  a 
lawyer,  visited  when  court 
was  in  session.  The  Court¬ 
house  has  been  restored 
and  furnished  to  its 
original  1850's 
appearance. 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 


Directions:  Mount 
Pulaski  Courthouse  is 
located  on  the  City  Square 
in  Mount  Pulaski.  Illinois. 
From  State  Route  54.  exit 
to  State  Route  121.  Turn 
left  at  DeKalb  Street, 
left  at  Vine  Street,  left 
at  Jefferson,  turn  right 
and  travel  two  blocks  to 
City  Square. 


Old  State  Capitol 

5tb  &  Adams  Sts.  •  Springfield,  IL  62701  • 


The  Old  State 
Capitol,  center  of  Illinois 
government  from  1 839  to 
1876.  is  among  the  most 
important  nineteenth- 
century  buildings  in  the 
United  States.  Here 
Abraham  Lincoln  served 
as  a  state  legislator, 
pleaded  cases  before  the 
Supreme  Court,  and 
delivered  his  famous 
'  'House  Divided ' '  speech. 
On  Fridays  and  Sa  turdays 
(except  in  May)  site 
interpreters  offer  a  special 
interpretive  program. 
"Mr.  Lincoln's  World." 

The  program  uniquely 
blends  the  traditional 
guided  tour  with  actors 
dressed  in  period  clothing 
portraying  characters 
from  the  1850s. 


These  tours  are  offered 
from  10a.m.  to  noon  and 
from  1  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

The  Illinois  State 
Historical  Library  is 
housed  on  a  level  benea  th 
the  Old  State  Capitol. 

The  library  makes 
available  a  number  of 
resources  to  genealogists 
and  researchers  of  Illinois 
history,  including  books, 
photographs,  manuscripts, 
and  newspapers.  The 
library  also  houses  a 
major  collection  of 
Lincoln-related  materials. 

The  library  is  open 
8:30  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Monday  through  Friday. 
Phone  21 7-524-6358. 


217-785-7960 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions;  The  Old 

State  Capitol  is  located  in 
downtown  Springfield  on 
the  Old  State  Capitol 
Plaza,  one-half  block  west 
of  the  Lincoln-Hemdon 
Law  Offices.  From  1-55. 
exit  State  Route  29  north 
(South  Grand  Avenue)  to 
Sixth  Street,  north  to  Old 
State  Capitol  Plaza. 


While  Central  Illinois 
is  justly  famous  for 
its  Lincoln  sites,  it  is 
also  the  location  of  the 
Dana  Thomas  house, 
a  fine  example  of  Frank 
Lloyd  Wright’s  early 
prairie  style  —  furnished 
with  original  Wright- 
designed  pieces. 


Lincoln-Herndon  Law  Offices 


6th  &  Adams  Sts.  •  Springfield,  IL  62701  •  21  7-785-7289 


Constructed  in  1 840. 
this  site  is  the  only  sur¬ 
viving  structure  in  which 
Lincoln  maintained  work¬ 
ing  law  offices.  Inside, 
visitors  learn  about 
Lincoln 's  professional  life 
and  the  importance  of  law 
in  a  rapidly  expanding 
state,  as  well  as  the  dif 
ferences  between  home 
and  workplace  in  the 
nineteenth -century.  The 
courtroom  located  one 
floor  below  Lincoln 's  office 
is  restored  to  the  time 


period  when  it  was  the 
only  federal  court  in 
Illinois.  The  photographic 
exhibit  is  a  perfect  place  to 
begin  a  tour  of  the  Old 
State  Capitol  and  the 
Lincoln  sites  in 
Springfield. 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
(Last  tour  begins  at 
4:00  p.m.) 

Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 


Directions:  The  Lincoln- 
Herndon  Law  Offices  are 
located  at  the  corner  of 
Sixth  and  Adams  streets 
in  downtown  Springfield, 
one-half  block  east  of  the 
Old  State  Capitol.  From 
1-55.  e.xit  State  Route  29 
north  (South  Grand 
Avenue)  to  Sixth  Street, 
north  to  Old  State  Capitol 
Plaza. 


Illinois  Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial 


Oak  Ridge  Cemetery  •  Springfield,  IL  62702  •  217-782-271 


7 


The  Illinois  Vietnam 
Veterans  Memorial  is 
located  on  a  two-acre  site 
in  Springfield 's  Oak  Ridge 
Cemetery,  and  inscribed 
with  the  words  "To  those 
who  died,  honor  and  eter¬ 
nal  rest:  to  those  still  in 
bondage,  remembrance 
and  hope:  to  those  who 
returned,  gratitude  and 
peace.  "The  memorial  is  a 
circular  monument  com¬ 
prised  of  five  black  granite 
walls  with  interior  court¬ 
yards.  An  eternal  flame 
bums  at  the  top  of  the  wall 
where  the  courtyards 


merge.  The  monument  is 
inscribed  with  the  names 
of 2.967  Illinois  service¬ 
men  who  died  or  are 
still  missing. 

Lincoln  Tomb  is  also  on 
the  grounds  of  Oak  Ridge 
Cemetery. 

Hours: 

8:00  a.m.  -  8:00  p.m. 
April-October 
8:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 
November-March 

Directions:  The  Illinois 
Vietnam  Veterans 
Memorial  is  located  on  the 
north  side  of  Springfield. 


Illinois,  in  Oak  Ridge 
Cemetery.  Take  Business 
Loop  55.  turn  west  on 
North  Grand  Avenue,  to 
J.D.  Jones  Parkway,  turn 
north,  entrance  to 
cemetery  and  memorial 
two  and  one-half  blocks 
on  east  side. 


Dana-Thomas  House 

Lawrence  Ave.  •  Springfield,  IL  62704  •  217-782-6776 


301  E. 

This  elaborate 
residence  was  designed 
by  Frank  Lloyd  Wrigh  t  for 
Springfield  soeialite 
Susan  Lawrence  Dana. 
Perhaps  the  most  com¬ 
plete  of  Wright's  early 
Prairie  style  dwellings,  the 
tum-of-the-century  Dana- 
Thomas  House  has  over 
100  pieces  of  original 
Wright  furniture.  250 
examples  of  art-glass 
doors  and  windows,  and 
nearly  1 00  art-glass  light 


fixtures.  The  barrel- 
vaulted  ceilings  of  the 
dining  room  and  gallery 
are  two  of  only  three  such 
ceilings  designed  by 
Wright. 

Throughout  December 
the  Dana-Thomas  House 
is  decorated  for  the  holi¬ 
day  season,  and  Christmas 
guided  tours  are  offered. 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Daily  (Last  tour  begins 
at  4:00  p.m.) 


Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  The  Dana- 
Thomas  House  is  located 
on  the  north  west  comer  of 
Fourth  Street  and 
Lawrence  Avenue  in 
Springfield.  Illinois.  From 
1-55.  exit  State  Route  29 
north  (South  Grand 
Avenue)  to  Fourth  Street, 
north  to  Lawrence 
Avenue. 


Lincoln  Tomb 


Oak  Ridge  Cemetery  •  Springfield,  IL  62702  *  21  7-782-271  7 


Lincoln  Tomb  is 
located  in  beautiful  Oak 
Ridge  Cemetery  in 
Springfield.  The  original 
receiving  vault  in  which 
Abraham  Lincoln  was 
buried  on  May  4.  1865. 
can  also  be  seen,  as  well 
as  monuments  to  four 
Illinois  governors,  poet 
Vachel  Lindsay,  and 
Lincoln 's  law  partner 
William  Herndon.  The 
present  tomb  was 
dedicated  in  1874. 
President  Lincoln 's  wife. 
Mary,  and  their  three  sons 
Edward.  William,  and 


Thomas  are  also  buried 
in  the  chamber. 

The  1 14th  Regiment 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry 
stages  a  Flag  Retreat 
ceremony  on  Tuesday 
evenings  at  7:00  p.m. 
in  June.  July,  and 
August  The  Illinois 
Vietnam  Veterans 
Memorial  is  also  located 
on  the  grounds  of  Oak 
Ridge  Cemetery. 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 


Directions:  Lincoln 
Tomb  is  located  on  the 
north  side  of  Springfield. 
Illinois,  in  Oak  Ridge 
Cemetery.  Take  Business 
Loop  55.  turn  west  on 
North  Grand  Avenue  to 
Monument  Avenue,  turn 
right  2  blocks  to  entrance 
of  cemetery. 


Vacbel  Lindsay  Home 

603  South  Fifth  Street  •  Springfield,  IL  •  21  7-524-0901 


This  Greek  Revival 
home  was  the  birthplace 
of  poet,  author,  and  artist 
Vachel  Lindsay,  best 
known  for  his  poem 
"General  William  Booth 
Enters  Into  Heaven. "  In 
1929.  Lindsay  with  his 
wife  and  two  children 
returned  to  this  house, 
where  he  died  in  1931. 
The  home  is  furnished 
with  many  Lindsay 


family  belongings,  and 
poems  and  drawings  are 
interpreted  at  the  site. 

The  home  was  designed 
and  built  about  1840  by 
Henry  Dresser,  who  also 
designed  and  built 
Abraham  Lincoln 's  home. 


Hours: 

Saturdays.  April 
through  August 
9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Last  tour  starts  at 
4:00  p.m. 

Directions:  From  1-55. 
exit  State  Route  29  north 
(South  Grand  Avenue)  to 
Fourth  Street,  turn  east  on 
Edwards  Street  to  Fifth 
Street. 


Bryant  Cottage 


146  B.  Wilson  St.  •  Bement,  IL  61813  •  21  7-678-8184 


Bryant  Cottage  was 
built  in  1856as  the  home 
of  Francis  E.  Bryant, 
early  Bement  business¬ 
man  and  friend  of  Stephen 
A.  Douglas.  According  to 
family  tradition,  on  the 
evening  of  July  29.  1858, 
Abraham  Lincoln  and 
Stephen  Douglas  con¬ 
ferred  in  the  pewlor  of 
the  Bryant  family  home  to 
establish  guidelines  for 
the  famous  Lincoln- 
Dougias  Debates.  Set  in  a 
picturesque  small  town, 
this  four-room  structure  is 


maintained  with  original 
and  period  furnishings. 

Each  December  a 
special  Christmas  Open 
House  reflects  thefla  vor  of 
celebrations  of  a  bygone 
era. 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 


Directions:  Bryant 
Cottage  is  loca  ted  30  miles 
southwest  of  Champaign. 
Illinois.  From  1-72.  take 
Monticello  Exit  63  to  State 
Route  1 05  South,  proceed 
7  miles  to  Bement.  The 
site  is  located  at  the  comer 
of  Route  105  and  Wilson 
Street. 


Vachel  Lindsay  Home 


603  South  Fifth  Street  •  Springfield,  IL  •  217-524-0901 


This  Greek  Revival 
home  was  the  birthplaee 
of  poet,  author,  and  artist 
Vaehel  Lindsay,  best 
known  for  his  poem 
“General  William  Booth 
Enters  Into  Heaven.  ”  In 
1929,  Lindsay  with  his 
wife  and  two  ehildren 
returned  to  this  house, 
where  he  died  in  1931. 
The  home  is  furnished 
with  many  Lindsay 


family  belongings,  and 
poems  and  drawings  are 
interpreted  at  the  site. 

The  home  was  designed 
and  built  about  1840  by 
Henry  Dresser,  who  also 
designed  and  built 
Abraham  Lineoln ’s  home. 


Hours: 

Saturdays,  April 
through  August 
9:00  a.m.  ■  5:00  p.m. 
Last  tour  starts  at 
4:00  p.m. 

Directions:  From  1-55, 
exit  State  Route  29  north 
(South  Grand  Avenue)  to 
Fourth  Street,  turn  east  on 
Edwards  Street  to  Fifth 
Street. 


Bryant  Cottage 


146  E.  Wilson  St.  •  Dement,  IL  61813  •  217-678-8184 


Bryant  Cottage  was 
built  in  1856 as  the  home 
of  Franeis  E.  Bryant, 
early  Bement  business¬ 
man  and  friend  of  Stephen 
A.  Douglas.  Aeeording  to 
family  tradition,  on  the 
evening  of  July  29, 1858, 
Abraham  Lincoln  and 
Stephen  Douglas  con¬ 
ferred  in  the  parlor  of 
the  Bryant  family  home  to 
establish  guidelines  for 
the  famous  Lincoln- 
Douglas  Debates.  Set  in  a 
picturesque  small  town, 
this  four-room  structure  is 


maintained  with  original 
and  period  furnishings. 

Each  December  a 
special  Christmas  Open 
House  reflects  the  fia  vor  of 
celebrations  of  a  bygone 
era. 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving, 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year’s  Day 


Directions:  Bryant 
Cottage  is  located  30 miles 
south  west  of  Cham paign , 
Illinois.  From  1-72,  take 
Monticello  Exit  63  to  State 
Route  1 05  South,  proceed 
7  miles  to  Bement.  The 
site  is  located  at  the  comer 
of  Route  105  and  Wilson 
Street. 


Southern 

Illinois 


Lincoln  Log  Cabin 


R.R.  ^1,  Box  17 2 A  •  Lerna,  IL  62440  •  217-345-6489 


Lincoln  Log  Cabin  is 
the  last  home  of  Thomas 
and  Sarah  Bush  Lineoln, 
paren  ts  of Illinois  ’  fa  vorite 
son,  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Today,  the  Lincoln  Log 
Cabin  site  is  being 
expanded  with  the 
addition  of  Sargent  Farm, 
a  living  history  experience 
from  the  1840s.  Nine¬ 
teenth-century  rural  life 
is  shown  through  first 
person  interpretation  — 
giving  visitors  a  glimpse 
into  the  daily  lives  of 
the  Lineolns  and  their 
neighbors. 


Lineoln  Log  Cabin  hosts 
many  historie  and  tradi¬ 
tional  events  throughout 
the  year.  In  true  pioneer 
spirit,  each  October,  the 
annual  Harvest  Frolie 
provides  a  weekend  of 
traditional  harvesting 
demonstrations,  food 
preparation,  erafts,  and 
musie. 

Hours: 

8:30  a.m.  -  Dusk 
Closed:  Thanksgiving, 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year’s  Day 


Directions:  Lincoln  Log 
Cabin  is  located  eight 
miles  south  of  Charleston, 
Illinois.  From  1-70,  take 
State  Route  130  south  at 
Greenup  to  State  Route 
121,  then  Route  121  five 
miles  to  Toledo,  Illinois. 
From  Toledo,  follow  signs 
ten  miles  to  the  site.  From 
1-57,  exit  State  Route  16 
east  to  Charleston;  at  the 
second  stop  light,  turn 
south  and  follow  signs 
eight  miles  to  the  site. 


In  Southern  Illinois 
Fort  de  Chartres  provides 
a  remarkable  reminder 
of  the  colorful  French 
adventurers  who  first 
explored  and  settled 
the  Mississippi  Valley. 
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The  centuries  melt  away  in  this  land 
of  ancient  Indians,  French  colonials, 
and  early  entrepreneurs.  Welcome. 


Lincoln 
Log  Cabin 

Vandalia 


Statehouse 


Cahokia 
‘  Mounds 


Cahokia 


Courthouse 


Fort 

de  Chartres 


Fort 

Kaskaskia 


Pierre  Menard 
Home 


Shawneetown 

Bank 


Vandalia  Statehouse 

315  W.  Gallatin  •  Vandalia,  IL  62471  •  618-283  1161 


Lincoln  and  Stephen 
Douglas.  Today,  the 
Vandalia  Statehouse 
displays  some  original 
furnishings  as  well  as 
period  pieces. 

The  Grand  Levee,  a 
celebration  of  the  grand 
receptions  held  during  the 
1800s  to  honor  govern¬ 
ment  dignitaries  and 
important  visitors,  is  held 
annually  at  the  Vandalia 
Statehouse  in  June. 


Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  ■  5:00  p.m. 
Closed;  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  Vandalia 
Statehouse  is  located  in 
Vandalia.  Illinois,  one  mile 
south  of  1-70  on  U.S.  51 
South. 


Vandalia  was  the  seat 
of  Illinois  government 
from  1820  until  1839. 
This  statehouse.  the  third 
in  Vandalia.  was  built  in 
1836  in  the  graceful  and 
unimposing  vernacular 
Federal  style.  Many 
monumental  issues, 
including  that  of  slavery, 
were  debated  here  by 
Illinois'  most  famous 
legislators.  Abraham 


P.O. 


Cahokia  Mounds 


Box  681  •  Collinsville,  IL  62234  •  618-346-5160 


Cahokia  Courthouse 


First  &  Elm  Sts.  •  Cahokia,  IL  62206  •  618-332-1 782 


Cahokia  Mounds 
preserves  the  remains  of 
the  central  section  of  the 
only  prehistoric  Indian 
city  north  of  Mexico. 
Covering  nearly  4.000 
acres,  the  Cahokia  site 
was  first  inhabited  around 
700  A. D.  and  grew  to  a 
population  of  nearlv 
20.000  by  1100  Ab. 
Sixty-eight  of  the  original 
one  hundred  and  twenty 
entirely  earthen  mounds 
are  presented  within  the 
historic  area.  At  the  center 
is  Monks  Mound,  which  at 
one  hundred  feet  is  the 
largest  prehistoric  earthen 
mound  in  the  New  World. 
Cahokia  Mounds  has  been 
designated  a  World 


Heritage  Site  by  the 
United  Nations  Educa¬ 
tional  and  Scientific 
Organization.  The  site 
features  a  variety  of 
special  events,  craft 
classes,  lecture  series, 
tours,  and  other  programs 
year  round. 

Hours: 

Interpretive  Center: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Picnic  Area 
Summer: 

8:00  a.m.  -  9:00  p.m. 
Spring/Fall: 

8:00  a.m.  ■  7:00  p.m. 
Winter: 

8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Dav 


Directions:  Cahokia 
Mounds  is  located  near 
Collinsville,  Illinois.  Take 
1-255  north  from  1-64  or 
south  from  1-55/70  to  the 
Collinsville  Road  exit. 

Go  2  miles  west  on 
Collinsville  Road 
to  the  Interpretive  Center. 
From  St.  Louis,  take 
1-55/70  east  6  miles  to 
State  Route  111.  go  south 
to  light  (Collinsnlle  Road), 
then  east  1 1/2  mites  to  the 
Interpretive  Center. 


Cahokia  Courthouse 
was  constructed  in  1737 
as  a  French  residence, 
using  the  "poteaux-sur- 
solle"  (post-on- 
foundation)  style. 
Purchased  by  the 
Common  Pleas  Court  in 
1 793.  the  building 
became  the  center  for 
political  and  judicial 
activity  in  the  North¬ 
west  Territory  until 
1814.  The  courthouse 
was  dismantled  and 
exhibited  at  the  1904 
St.  Louis  World's  Fair  and 
reconstructed  on  the 


original  site  in  1939. 
Today,  a  "hands-on" 
exhibit  featuring 
eigh  teen  th  -cen  tury 
artifacts  and  a  nearby 
visitors '  center  are  a 
perfect  beginning  to  a 
tour  of  the  French 
Colonial  District. 

Cahokia  Courthouse, 
the  nearby  Jarrot 
Mansion,  and  the  Holy 
Family  Log  Church  are 
the  most  important 
French  Colonial  buildings 
sunivingin  the  St.  Louis 
metropolitan  region. 
Together  they  host  the 


annual  "Fete  du  Bon 
Vieux  Temps."  a  winter¬ 
time  gathering  in  old 
Cahokia. 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  Cahokia 
Courthouse  is  located  in 
Cahokia.  Illinois.  From 
1-55/70.  exit  State  Route  3 
South.  3  miles  to  State 
Route  157.  The  historic 
sites  are  located  within 
a  two  block  area,  adja¬ 
cent  to  Route  3  at  State 
Route  157. 


R.R.  *2  •  Prairie  du  Rocher,  IL  62277  •  618-284-7230 


Fort  de  Chartres  w'as 
a  massive  fortress  built  by 
the  French  in  the  early 
1 700s.  Its  walls.  Fifteen 
feet  high  and  three  feet 
thick,  enclosed  approxi¬ 
mately  four  acres  and  ivas 
the  center  of  French 
control  in  the  Illinois 
Country.  T wo  years  after 
the  Treaty  of  Paris  ended 
the  French  and  Indian 
War.  the  fort  was 
surrendered  to  the  British. 
Afterit  was  abandoned  in 
1 772  the  stone  walls  and 
buildings  were  gradually 
dismantled  by  area 


residents.  The  powder 
magazine  was  the  only 
original  structure  still 
standing  when  the  site 
was  purchased  by  the 
State  of  Illinois  in  1913. 
Today,  portions  of  the 
walls  and  sentry  boxes 
have  been  reconstructed. 
The  museum  contains 
many  artifacts  discovered 
during  archaeological 
e.xcavation  at  the  site. 

The  annual  Rendezvous 
at  Fort  de  Chartres,  held 
the  first  full  weekend  in 
June  to  recreate  the  tradi¬ 
tional  French  fur  trapper’s 


holiday  of  the  eighteenth- 
century.  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  largest  events 
of  its  kind  in  the  nation. 

Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  ■  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  Fort  de 
Chartres  is  located  four 
miles  west  of  Prairie  du 
Rocher.  Illinois,  on  State 
Route  155.  or  37  miles 
south  of  Belleville.  Illinois. 


In  Southern  Illinois 
Fort  de  Chartres  provides 
a  remarkable  reminder 
of  the  colorful  French 
adventurers  who  first 
explored  and  settled 
the  Mississippi  Valley. 


Fort  Kaskaskia 


R.R.  *1,  Box  63  •  Ellis  Grove,  IL  62241  •  618-859-3741 


J  Pierre  Menard  Home 

R.R.  *1,  Box  58  •  Ellis  Grove,  IL  62241  •  618-859-3031 


Fort  Kaskaskia  was 
built  by  French  residents 
who  feared  an  attack  from 
the  British  during  the 
French  and  Indian  War. 
The  fort  was  constructed 
on  the  bluffs  overlooking 
the  town  of  Kaskaskia. 
The  earthworks  upon 
which  the  palisades  were 
built  are  all  that  remain 
after  the  townspeople 
destroyed  the  fort  in  1766 
rather  than  have  it 
occupied  by  the  British. 
An  overlook  provides  a 
panoramic  view  of  the 
wandering  Mississippi 


River  and  Old  Kaskaskia. 
the  first  capital  of  Illinois. 

Kaskaskia  Bell 
Memorial,  a  satellite  site 
of  Fort  Kaskaskia.  is 
located  on  the  14.000 acre 
Kaskaskia  Island,  the 
only  community  in  Illinois 
west  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  The  old  church  bell, 
cast  in  France  in  1741. 
was  a  gift  to  early 
Illinoisans  from  the  King 
of  France. 

Hours: 

Dawn  to  10:00  p.m. 

Closed: 

Dusk  in  the  Winter 


Directions:  Fort 
Kaskaskia  is  located  6 
miles  north  of  Chester. 
Illinois,  via  State  Route  3. 
Turn  west  at  Fort 
Kaskaskia  Road  for 
2  miles. 

Directions  to  Beli 
Memorial:  The  only 
entrance  to  Kaskaskia 
Island  by  vehicle  is  over 
the  bridge  that  crosses  the 
Mississippi  River  at 
Chester.  Illinois,  to 
St.  Mary's.  Missouri.  At 
the  center  of  town,  cross 
the  old  river  channel  to 
Kaskaskia  Island  and 
follow  site  markers. 


The  Pierre  Menard 
Home  is  the  finest 
example  of  French 
Colonial  architecture  in 
the  central  Mississippi 
River  Valley.  Built  in  the 
early  1800s  for  Illinois' 
First  lieutenant  governor, 
this  elegant  residence 
depicts  the  upper  class 
French- American  lifestyle 
of  the  early  nineteenth 
century.  The  home  is 
furnished  with  many  of 
the  Menard  family's 


personal  possessions  and 
other  period  pieces.  The 
surrounding  grounds  and 
outbuildings  include  an 
herb  garden,  smoke¬ 
house.  springhouse.  and 
adjoining  kitchen. 

The  Pierre  Menard 
Home  hosts  a  wide 
variety  of  special  events 
throughout  the  year, 
including  the  annual 
Candlelight  Tour  and 
Quilt  Show  held  on  the 
First  full  weekend  in  June. 


Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  ■  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  Located  near 
Fort  Kaskaskia  State 
Historic  Site,  six  miles 
north  of  Chester.  Illinois, 
via  State  Route  3.  Turn 
west  on  Fort  Kaskaskia 
Road  for  2  miles. 


Shawneetown  Bank 

R.R.  ■*'1  •  Old  Shawneetown,  IL  62984  •  618-269-3303 


Shawneetown  was 
sun'eyed  and  platted  by 
the  federal  government  in 
1810.  Once  the  banking 
center  of  Illinois.  legend 
hash  that  in  1 830 a  group 
of  men  came  to  Shawnee¬ 
town  to  borrow  money  to 
develop  Chicago.  The  hem 
was  refused  because 
"Chicago  was  too  far  from 
Shawneetown  to  ever 


amount  toanvthing. "  The 
Shawneetown  is  the 
second  of  the  town 's 
historic  banks,  and  its  Five 
columns  and  sandstone 
construction  are  out¬ 
standing  e.xamples  of  the 
stark  yet  majestic  Greek 
Doric  architecture. 

Hours: 

By  special  arrangement 
with  site  manager. 


Closed:  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year's  Day 

Directions:  Shawnee¬ 
town  Bank  is  located  at 
the  east  end  of  Old  State 
Route  13  and  Main  Street 
in  Old  Shawneetown. 

1 0  miles  east  of  the 
intersection  of  State 
Routes  1  and  13  in 
Gallatin  County. 


Pierre  Menard  Home 


R.R.  *1,  Box  58  •  Ellis  Grove,  IL  62241  •  618-859-3031 


The  Pierre  Menard 
Home  is  the  finest 
example  of  French 
Colonial  architecture  in 
the  central  Mississippi 
River  Valley.  Built  in  the 
early  1800s  for  Illinois’ 
first  lieutenant  governor, 
this  elegant  residence 
depicts  the  upper  class 
French- American  lifestyle 
of  the  early  nineteenth 
century.  The  home  is 
furnished  with  many  of 
the  Menard  family’s 


personal  possessions  and 
other  period  pieces.  The 
surrounding  grounds  and 
outbuildings  include  an 
herb  garden,  smoke¬ 
house,  springhouse,  and 
adjoining  kitchen. 

The  Pierre  Menard 
Home  hosts  a  wide 
variety  of  special  events 
throughout  the  year, 
including  the  annual 
Candlelight  Tour  and 
Quilt  Show  held  on  the 
first  full  weekend  in  June. 


Hours: 

9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Closed:  Thanksgiving, 
Christmas,  and 
New  Year’s  Day 

Directions:  Located  near 
Fort  Kaskaskia  State 
Historic  Site,  six  miles 
north  of  Chester,  Illinois, 
via  State  Route  3.  Turn 
west  on  Fort  Kaskaskia 
Road  for  2  miles. 


Before  your  trip,  you  may  wish  to 
contact  each  site  to  ensure  that  listed 
hours  of  operation  are  still  in  eflect. 

Hours  of  operation 
are  subject  to  change. 
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For  more  information  on  Illinois  historic  sites,  contact: 

Illinois  Historic  Preservation  Agency 
Division  of  Public  Afiairs  and  Development 
Old  State  Capitol 
Springfield,  Illinois  62701 
(217)  782-4836 

For  more  information  on  other  tourism  opportunities,  contact: 
Illinois  Bureau  of  Tourism 
Department  of  Commerce  and  Community  Affairs 
620  East  Adams  Street 
Springfield,  Illinois  62701 
1-800-ABE-0121 
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